to ignore the wishes of a large majority to please the captious whims of 

a few Selmanites that if they did not wish to hear him they could stay 

The appointment was made known to them. Several put up at my tent, 
They told me they would not go out, but I noticed 


aways 
which was near the stand. 
took their seats in the passages of the tent where they could hear distinctly. 


Shanks took his seat in the altar fronting the speaker. They had all been 
told if they would hear Nosworthy he would be apt to preach down all their 
prejudices, The preacher arose and in his opening prayer appeared to get 
under the cross. In his appeals to God for help this one time any one 
could readily see that he felt the importance of the hour and upon the 
effort now before him, there was much depending, that in addition to 
religious or moral results in the congregation which he prayed earnestly 
should be produced, but the vindication of his own character, the removal 
of settled prejudices against all hung upon the effort of the hour. He 
announced his text "I pray not that thou shouldst take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldst keep them from evil." John 17-15. 

He had not proceeded far before it was apparent that he had the 
fixed attention of Broe Shanks and a few of his Selma folks, who had taken 
their seats in the congregation. He soon began to rise in the warmth and 
ardor of his feelings in discussing his first proposition that there was 
evil in the world, referring to its different phases and effects, and from 
one point to another, soon became sublime and eloquent, throwing all the 
pathos and emotion of his nature into his arguments and gestures, producing 

. evident marks that he not only had attention but the sympathy of his 
congregation. I soon heard from Brother Shanks audible responses and there 
by knew that Nosworthy had him. The others at the tents began to move 
their chairs nearer the stand, and when he closed they were in the crowd 
around the altar. He closed with a general shout to the congregation and 
many penitents at the altar, many of whom found peace that night. Such 
an excitement had not been seen or realized during the meeting. When we 
retired to the tents I asked some of the good sisters “what they thought 
of Bro. Nosworthy now?" Why, said they, He certainly must be a. good man. 
He certainly is persecuted, and whether he be a sinner or not, he can out 
preach any man we have heard lately and in future, says one old lady, I'll 
hear him every chance I have hereafter. Why, said she, he has completely 
preached down all my prejudices. Bro. Shanks said,"What a pity that man 
had not have done right through his ministerial course. What a power he 
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would have been in the church." "While listening to him I tried to lay aside 
every opinion I had formed and really enjoyed his sermon, felt its truth 
and weight, but for the life of me I can't help feeling and fearing that 
he is at heart a bad mane" Which really was the fears of all who had been 
intimate with his history. Poor man, he had a rough road to travel; finally 
left Dallas county and moved to Tallapoosa where he died and it was said 
of him he gave evidence in his last sickness on his dying bed, that God was 
with him in his forgiving mercy and he was ready and willing to go. I 
recollect of making this remark, when I heard of his death, "That if he was 
prepared and is gone to Heaven, it was better for him and the church too, 
that he died". This may have been a wrong conclusion in me, but when I re~ 
member the troubles he had in his temperament and passions, which too often 
got the control of him, of his better judgement and thereby led into acts 
that not only gave him great trouble, but often in moments of calm reflect— 
ion many regrets; and sometimes opened up avenues for other offences in 
trying to vindicate himself from crimes of which he was charged. Hence 
from these troubles he is saved, if he was prepared for death. As also 
the church is relieved of a brother which she had to bear, by his wayward— 
ness, and want of self government not only in the disgrace brought upon 
her in Georgia, by his incautious conduct, but also in this country to some 
extent by the indulgence we often feared of the same passions that -termin- 
ated his ruin in Georgia and likewise of a reckless disposition to “be ~in 
company from home, neglecting the temporal wants of his family &c. These 
and other reasons called forth the expression of the opinion above stated. 
- Centennial Year — 

Methodism was now one hundred years old. Or that length of time had 
elapsed since the Methodist Church was organized. And the church in Alabama 
desiring to present to God a thank offering for the watchful care over her 
for the prosperity which under Him had marked and attended her this term 
of years, and for that influence and power which she had through her 
divinely appointed agencies exerted on the minds and hearts of the thousands 
to whom she had ministered at home and abroad; determined to show forth 
their gratitude and praise by contributing a fund and employing it in a 
substantial way as a memorial of their appreciation and remembrances of 
their obligations to Him who had thus blessed them. And believing that this 
object could not be attained or accomplished in any better way where the 
interest and well being of the Church could be better subserved and from 


which more lasting good could be derived than to <ppropriate it to the 
establishment and building up at some convenient point an institution of 
learning for both sexes. To be of such a grade and order that all the 
academical and collegiate privileges and requirements could be obtained 
within its precincts and departments, so that to generations following 

our children could point to this sacred spot and not only behold the m— x 
nificense of their parents in thus providing for their intellectual as 

well as religious wants, but exlaim "I was born there; I was educated there," 
Consequently, Summerfield was the spot selected in Dallas County where an 
Academy had been established for many years, which if I mistake not was 

now turned over to the church free of cost. The place now assumed the 

name of Summerfield instead of Valley Creek Academy. The institution 

was however designated as the "Centennary Instute of the M. E. Church" 

and since the division of the church in 1844 is the M. E. Church South. 

The money necessary to carry out this enterprise had to be obtained 
by contributions from the people at large. Hence subscriptions were 
opened in every town, city and circuit. The preachers on their different 
charges were the appointed canvassers and collectors. Brother McDonald 
and I were the agents on our circuit. We went to work and soon had a 
nice subscription and collected it up and turned it over to the proper 
authorities. Others done the same, and very soon the work commenced and 
was advanced to completion as early as the means would allow. The Trustees 
were active in getting the buildings ready and very early had the Institute 
in full working order. Dr. A. He Mitchell formerly of South Carolina 
was elected the first president and if my memory be correct I think he 
came there in the fall or winter of 1838, and probably took charge and 
taught in the buildings already there until the large brick buildings 
were ready. 

This institution has been a blessing to thousands having stood and been 
kept in succesful operation ever since, over forty years; turning out 
annually more or less every year numbers who left those sacred halls with 
parchments showing the grade of their intellectual attainments; going 
forth to bless their race. The female department, I presume, have sent 
out as many graduates as any institution in the land, Hundreds that are 
now mothers can point with pride to old Summerfield as their Alma Mater. 
And but few of the professions or occupations could now be found among men 
where some one could point to Summerfield as giving them a start, if not 
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in completing their literary attainments. But the best of all, how many 
hundreds can point to this spot as being the sacred place of their conver~ 
sion to God and the starting point of a religious life and which in many 
instances have ended in a happy death. 

It is with gratitude to God that I now record the fact that such 
were my condition then in life, financially, as to enable me to patronize 
this noble institution, in which my three daughters now living and one of 
my step-daughters were educated; and where such religious impressions were 
produced upon their minds which led them to adopt a moral and religious 
course through life, as the basis of all true happiness and usefulness 
and which to me now is a source of exquisite comfort to know that these 
influences are not lost upon their growing and rising posterity. In add 
ition to these, two of my sons Willie and Robert had the advantage of this 
institution for one session. Where they done well and left it carrying 
with them a good name for morality, industry, obedience to order and 
advancement in their studies. But the best of all was that in addition 
to religious impressions, love of the church and reverence for God, which 
had been made upon their minds previously were now under the fostering care 
of pious preceptors and the many religious influences under which they were 
here placed not only strengthened these impressions, but finally culminated 
in their love for and connection with the church of their parents. But 
more on this subject hereafter. . 

Being now engaged in farming and having a considerable interest to 
look after at the end of that year I asked and obtained of the Conference 
which convened at Tuscaloosa, Alabama January 1st, .1840 a location and , 
ended my itinerant course; having from that time to the present sustained 
to the church, the relation of Local Elder. 

- Incidents and Labours of 1840 - 

My time was now employed in attending through the week to the business 
of my farm and settling up the estate of my wife's first husband, she being 
the executrix of his will, by virtue of our marriage I became associated in 
that capacity with her. And although was a business in which I had no 
experience, yet it had been managed so prudently and correctly by my wife's 
uncle David Wardlaw, acting as agent for her, who now transferred it all 
into my hands very much against my will, that in assuming this position I 
found the way so well marked out that I got on with the business much more 
easily and satisfactorly then I had expected and finally after having to 
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defend in Chancery Court a long litigated law cuit which we gained and 
having paid up all the indebtedness I made a final settlement without having 
to sell any property which had been bequeathed in the will and saving to 
the children near two thousand dollars over and above the legacies left 
them in the will and which I finally paid over to them and received from 
them the assurance of satisfaction with the management of their fathers 
estate. ; 

- My First Sons Birth - 

This occured on the 14th of January of this year and was named by 
my wife's Uncle for himself "David Wardlaw", who at the time of naming him, 
was sick and not expecting to live desired of us both who were then with 
him to let him give our boy a name to which we consented. He, at the time 
had me engaged writing his will, in it he bequeathed to all his nephews who 
had been named after him a certain legacy, besides dividing the balance 
of his estate among his relatives. And in this distribution left to our 
son one thousand dollars, besides a certain portion to my wife and her 
children separately. After the will was written he told me to fold it 
up and put it in a certain dresser and when company came in he would sign 
it. He continued to linger and although I was with him frequently yet 
feeling a delicacy and knowing him to be a very correct and prompt man in 
his business affairs, believing he had signed and fixed up his will, as he 
had been up and able to go about and attend to other business, never asked 
him about it and after he died I found the. document in the same condition 
as I had left it not signed except it showed some signs of having been 
handled by him. Thus was every legatee named in that will deprived of 
realizing any thing by ite He had no family, had lived a bachelor, amassed 
a fine property and at his death or afterwards scattered to the four winds. 

-. His Death - 

This took place, if my recollection be correct, in the spring or 
early in the summer of that year and his remains were interred in the grave 
yard at Fellowship Church, Mount-Moriah, Wilcox County, Alabama. 

It now became necessary in the absence of a will that his estate be 
put into the hands of an administrator for final adjustment and settlement. 
I corresponded with some of his relatives, particularly my wifets father, 
at Abbeville, South Carolina who insisted that I should become administrator 
and take it in charge at once. The responsibility danger and labour of such 
a charge was so great that I hesitated for some time, but it being the wish 
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of my wife and her relatives besides the advice of some of my intimate 
friends, vis: John McReynolds, Willie Williams, Thomas Armstrong, and 
others, several of whom voluntarily offered to be my bondsmen; I consented 
and took the business in hand. 

The estate was large, consisting in real and personal property and 
a considerable amount in money loaned at sixteen percent. And its 
distribution had to be divided between his brothers and sisters, several 
of whom were dead and left large families of children; and some of these 
dead leaving children as their representatives so on ascertaining the 
exact number of distributees, I found it amounted to thirty six and 
scattered over five (if no more) states from South Carolina to Texas. 


(Copied from original written by Rev. A. C. Ramsey) 


(Rev. Ae Ce Ramsey died at Forest Home, Butler County, Alabama, 
January 23, 1891. Anson West) 
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